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Joint President Council and CEC26 Public Meeting Minutes 

 

November 27, 2017 Calendar/ Public Meeting 

Meeting called to Order and Roll Call at 7:15PM by Alan Ong.  

Present:  Linda Lovett, Alan Ong, John Gavros, Roy Menendez, David Wong, Adriana Aviles, Shengchao Yu, 

Karen Rose Scott, Tanweer Ansari, Michelle Liu, Shajid Ali Muhamad, Racquel Chariah and Kara Keppel 

Absent: Dilip Nath (unexcused), Cathy Grodsky 

Also Present:  Danielle Giunta, Superintendent District 26, Lori Stein Butera, Kim D’Angelo, Tara Davidson, Lucius 

Young and Farjana Faruk 

 

I. Introductions:  Alan Ong introduced District 26 (D26) CEC members and thanked President Council for Joint 

President Council & CEC Meeting.  Linda Lovett President Council President welcomed community 

members and D26 PTA president(s 

II. Office of District Planning Presentation: ( please see addendum A) 

- Questions were asked regarding TC Units removal, Francis Lewis extension and plans to reduce 

overcrowding in D26. 

III. Superintendent’s Report- Contract for Excellence (please see addendum B).  

IV. Family Coordinator Leadership Report- Workshop and District 26 events  

- Make Work, Work for you- December 8, 2017 

- Winter Crafts- December 2, 2017 

- Yoga- December 7 and December 21st  

- Include NYC Fair- January 27, 2018 

- Book Club- January 19, 2018 

V. President Council President’s Report:  

- Linda Lovett requested CEC members to attend at least one PTA meeting in each schools.  

- President Lovett announced the Legislative Breakfast date for District 26 Is March 16, 2017.  

- President Lovett postpone approval of October minutes and November minutes till December 14, 2017, 

9:00 AM. John Gavros will present treasurer’s report at the next meeting as well.  

- CPAC highlight was presented by John Gavros (please see addendum C), 

- UFT Representative Vaccaro thanked PTA for voting “NO” to constitutional convention,  

VI. Public Comments:  

- Jim Gallagher:  Rory Lancman is having a Town Hall meeting with the Mayor at MS #217 in Briarwood. 

Due to the school's boiler repairs the Samuel Field Beacon at Ryan MS #216 will close during the week at 

6:30 Pm, open Saturday from 9 AM -; and Sunday 9 AM -1 PM. Open to the Public ; free;  those 

requesting a program please contact Al Stark, Director of the Beacon at 216 at 718-423-2266  for mote 

information  - ) Queens Civic Congress will have its annual Legislative Luncheon this Saturday Dec. 2, at 

the Douglaston Club from 1 - 4 PM. Admission is $45.00 per person. The QCC is an umbrella organization 

to 114 civic associations around the Borough. New TD Bank on the SW corner of Horace Harding 

Expressway & Utopia Parkway will have opening day celebration this Saturday Dec. 2 from 11 Am -3 PM. 

VII. Meeting called to Adjournment by Linda Lovett and seconded by Adriana Aviles.  

 

 



October 17, 2017 

CEC26 Business Meeting 

Meeting called to Order and Roll Call at 8:30 PM by Alan Ong. 

Present:, Alan Ong, John Gavros, Roy Menendez, David Wong, Adriana Aviles, Shengchao Yu, Karen Rose 

Scott, Tanweer Ansari, Michelle Liu, Shajid Ali Muhamad,  

Absent: Dilip Nath (unexcused) 

Also Present:  Danielle Giunta, Superintendent District 26, Lori Stein Butera, Kim D’Angelo, Tara Davidson, Lucius 

Young, Diana Iqbal and Farjana Faruk 

 

 

I. Absence policy was reviewed. It is the responsibility of each Council member to attend all meetings of 

the Council. It is incumbent upon all Council members, except in cases of emergency, to notify the 

President or the Administrative Assistant to the Council at least 4 hours prior to the scheduled meeting 

time of their intent to be absent. Any member of the Council who fails to attend three meetings of the 

Council of which she/he is duly notified, without rendering in writing a good and valid excuse therefore 

to the President, vacates his/her office by refusal to serve (Education Law §2590-c). Each written excuse 

and absence noted as excused or unexcused shall be included within the official written minutes of 

such meeting.   After the third unexcused absence, the President, with the approval of the Council, shall 

notify in writing the absent and unexcused member that the Council shall declare a vacancy to the 

Chancellor by resolution at its next regularly scheduled calendar meeting.  Absences from the business 

or public meeting are treated as individual absences.  According to Chancellor’s Regulations D-140, D-

150 and D-160, the following constitute valid excuses for absence: death of a relative or attendance at 

a relative’s funeral; serious illness or injury of a member or family member; mandatory court attendance 

including jury duty; military duty; and job-related conflict which makes absence from a Council meeting 

unavoidable, and other reasons the CDEC deems appropriate. 

II. A discussion took place regarding the procedure to hold executive sessions.  

 

III. Minutes was reviewed for October 17, 2017 meeting.  Motion was made by Shajid Ali Muhammad to 

approve the minutes and seconded by David Wong.  Motion passed unanimously for approval of 

minutes. 

IV. Budget Review-.  Please see addendum D.  Motion by David Wong to approve the budget.  Adriana 

Aviles seconded.  Motion passed unanimously for approval of the budget. 

V. President’s Report  

- DLT Meeting- John Gavros 

- UFT President Meeting: Roy Menendez  

- Capital Plan: SCA Training was attended by Shengchao, Adriana, David, Shajid and myself.  Attached 

in the blue paper, you will find an example of the letter and form we sent out to the principal every year 

for capital plan requests. We are rewriting the letter and working on the form to make it easier for us to 

review it. 

- District Spotlight Schools- Shajid Ali Muhammad and Adrianna Aviles reported on their visit to District 26 

Spotlight schools. M.S. 67 Algebra for All integrated technology and math to make it easier for students 

to participate and understand different methodology of learning. The students were constantly 

participating and collaborating with each other to understand math.  The kids were enjoying learning 

about math. Regents are given to most students as long as they meet criteria.  

- Traffic Safety Issue; Adrianna Aviles shared information about how to get bumps for the roads around 

schools. She effectively worked with Councilman Grodenchik to get bumps for cars to slow down 

around P.S. 221. She mentioned that it only takes one person.  

VI. Alan Ong reminded members to attend training. 

- Running an Effective Meeting is on Wednesday, November 29th 

- Making Participation Meaningful for Parent Leaders is on Monday, December 4, 2017 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

- Managing Communications is on Tuesday, December 12th.   

- He also mentioned about visit P.S. 376 Potluck.  Superintendent reminded CEC members that here will 

be a ribbon cutting ceremony and we got a student council for P.S. 376 who are kindergarteners.  

VII. A discussion took place regarding executive session. A vote of 6 is needed for executive sessions and 

reasons must be told in advance for it. Please note that you can’t make any decision during executive 



session but can only discuss. You can’t also vote during the executive session and must be done in 

public meeting.   

 

VIII. Adjournment: Adriana Aviles made a motion to adjourn.  Shengchao seconded the motion. All in favor. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:57PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Farjana Faruk 

 

 

 

 

 

Addendum A 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Addendum B:  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Addendum C:  

- Under a new initiative funded by the Mayor’s Office, the DOE is creating transition and college access 

centers for special education students in each borough. 

- SLT survey: All members of SLTs will receive surveys beginning Monday, November 27. They must be 

completed before the Winter Recess and will be available in 9 languages. Please complete the survey! 

They are anonymous and data is reviewed at the district level. 

-  FACE, in partnership with the NYS School Board Association, is offering training in all 5 boroughs on 

running an Effective Meeting. 

- Status of Financial Revisions to A-660: FACE will meet with CPAC working group to move forward. 

Chancellor Carmen Fariña 

- Stressed partnership between parents and schools/DOE, e.g. bullying needs to be addressed in both 

schools and homes. 

-  Urged PAs/PTAs to focus on topics of interest to parents. Need to recognize cultural differences. 

- Homework: Homework should be creative and relevant – not worksheets. Should be review of work. 

Does not believe in homework until 2nd grade. No homework on holidays and birthdays. 

- Urged superintendents to work with principals to have testing policy, for examples, science tests only on 

Tuesdays. Need to ensure students don’t have multiple tests on the same day. 

- If teachers can’t correct the homework, it should not be assigned – otherwise students may just repeat 

and reinforce incorrect homework. 

-  Encourage teachers to distribute homework for the entire week on Monday. 



- Need PTA help to ensure that every school has a system to notify all parents in case of emergency. 

-  Distributed updated copies of Let’s Go! Field Trip Opportunities (older version available online.) 

Encouraged parents to take kids on field trips, for experiential learning. 

Vote on Letter Requesting Borough-Level DLT for High Schools 

Currently no forum brings together high school superintendents, the UFT, CSA, D-37, Presidents Council 

presidents, and the CCHS to discuss high school issues. Few superintendents attend district DLT meetings even 

though each district has many high school superintendents with schools in their district. District DLTs therefore do 

not have meaningful discussions on high school issues. 

CPAC unanimously approved a letter written by CPAC’s High School Committee to the Chancellor urging the 

DOE to create borough-level DLTs for high schools, requiring that all superintendents with high schools in the 

borough attend, along with representatives from the UFT, CSA, DC-37, Borough Presidents Council and the 

CCHS. 

The letter also contains an extensive list of items that have come up at DLTs across NYC but have been left 

unresolved. 

 

 

 

Addendum D: 

 

November 27, 2017 CEC26 Budget Report 

  Allocated  July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jun 

Total & 

Committed Balance 

Non Contractual 

Services(Copier) 

Object Code 433 $2,172.00     $2,172.00         $2,172.00 $0.00 

Non Contractual 

Services lead 

(member 

reimbursable) 

Object Code 496 $1,000.00     $30.00         $30.00 $970.00 

P-Card/Office 

Supplies  $11,153.00     $105.27 $409.61 $239.83     $754.71 $10,398.29 

Supplies General 

(Workshops) $200.00               $0.00 $200.00 

Transportation of 

Staff $3,000.00     $465.49 $89.31       $554.80 $2,445.20 

Furniture $1,500.00               $0.00 $1,500.00 

Vendor Payment 

for Workshops $500.00               $0.00 $500.00 

Water for office  $475.00       $407.52       $475.00 $407.36 

Total  $20,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,772.76 $906.44 $239.83 $0.00 $0.00     

Total Spent $3,511.51               $3,511.51                                                                                                                                

Balance in 

Budget $16,488.49                   

P-Card  

Item Vendor Name Items order  Price  Notes 

9/26/2017 Keyfood 10 Sandwich & small macaroni salad  $      64.24  CEC Meeting 9/27/2017 (Light Refreshments) 

9/26/2017 
Staples 
Advantage 

7 Document Frame & 3 Executive 
Journal Book  $      41.03  Supplies for CEC Meeting  

10/3/2017 Cvlinens 6 polyester linen  $      88.76    

10/8/2017 
Totally 
Promotional 1 CEC table Sign $73.35    



10/8/2017 KeyFood  Light Refreshment 
 $     
247.50  CEC Meeting 10/17/2017 (Light Refreshments) 

10/24/2017 Keyfood  Light Refreshment 
 $     
137.31  

10/24/17 Time Management and Organizational Skills 
Workshop 

10/24/2017 Keyfood  Light Refreshment   $      22.36  
10/24/17 Time Management and Organizational Skills 
Workshop 

11/22/2017 
Staples 
Advantage 

 Water, paper, krazy glue and one 
note book  $      80.16  

Supplies for CEC Meeting /Water, paper, krazy glue and 
one note book 

    Total 
 $     
754.71    

    Balance  
 
$10,398.29    

     
SIPP & Purchase Orders  

Member 

Name/ Month  Amount 

Object 

Code  Activity 
Lori Stein 
Butera 7/31/2017 $63.41 451 

07/31/17 Raising a Well Rounded Child and 08/17/17 
PTA Meet & Greet Food  

Lori Stein 
Butera 8/2/2017 $13.05 451 08/02/2017 Coding in the Classroom Workshop Food  
Kimberly 
D'Angelo 7/26/2017 $39.46 451 

07/26/17 Painting from Nature Workshop & 07/27/2017 
Yoga Workshop 

Kimberly 
D'Angelo 7/12/2017 $92.78 451 

07/12/17 Painting from Nature, 07/13/17 Yoga & 
07/24/17 Through Child's eyes Workshops Food 

Lori Stein 
Butera 7/20/2017 $55.32 451 07/20/17 Yoga Workshop Food 
Lori Stein 
Butera 7/19/2017 $86.47 451 07/19/2017 Painting from nature  
Lori Stein 
Butera 8/1/2017 $115.00 451 08/01/2017 Walk and Talk with Superintendent 
Adriana 
Aviles 7/6/2017 $30.00 496 07/06/2017 CEC Meeting   
Kimberly 
D'Angelo 10/14/2017 $47.38 451 10/12/2017 Yoga Workshop Food 
Lori Stein 
Butera 9/12/2017 $41.93 451 09/12/2017 PTA Orientation  
Water 
Nestle 10/1/2017 $23.76 403 Water Lease Cooler / Code 403 ( Lease Copier) 
Water 
Nestle 10/1/2017 $383.76 403 140 Bottle  

 

 

December Purchases 

Notes: Please note that we are purchasing 2 storage cabinet and 2 filing cabinet. 

Estimated cost is - $1124 

 


