
 

1 
 

 
 Community District Education Council 26 

New York City Department of Education  
 

Address: 61-15 Oceania Street, Bayside, NY 11364       Phone:  (718) 631-6927       Fax: (718) 631-1347      E-mail: CEC26@schools.nyc.gov. 
 

Alan Ong                               Todd Friedman                              Cassandra Louie                        Adriana Aviles                                  Albert Suhu 

President of the Council                   First Vice- President                Second Vice President               Recording Secretary                     Treasurer 

Council Members:                                      J                                        Danielle Giunta      h Chin 

Norman Cohn                                     Sulinda Hong                                             Community Superintendent                                                          

Dennis Chan                 Dilip Nath                                                                                                              District 26   
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September 29, 2021, 7 PM  

Calendar Meeting 

Meeting called to Order and Roll Call at 7:05 PM by Alan Ong.  

Present:  Alan Ong, Albert Suhu, Dennis Chan, Jennifer Catherall, Cassandra Louie, Norman Cohn, Taeho 

Hwang, Dilip Nath,  Athena Gavros, Adriana Aviles, Todd Friedman, Sulinda Hong, and Athena Gavros  

Absent:   

Also, Present:  Danielle Giunta, Superintendent Tara Davidson, Deputy Superintendent District 26, and District 26 

Team 

 

I. Welcome  

II. Office of District Planning (ODP): see addendum A.  

- Discussion about opening new schools, zoning of High Schools (HS). There were questions regarding 

the drop in middle school students' enrollment and the drastic increase in HS enrollment. Also, a 

question regarding the potential discrepancy regarding enrollment data and covid.  

- ODP explained about the rezoning process stated at this point, there is no rezoning process 

proposed currently in our district or neighboring district.  

- Questions were raised regarding additional seats and zoning.  

III. Introduction of CEC26 members 

IV. Superintendent Report (Danielle Giunta) 

- Provided update about Re-opening:  It was quite successful.  

- M.S. 74 is our 17th winner of Blue Ribbon School.  

- Guided “Social-Emotional Learning” and key pieces that they are using for students to acclimate 

back to school.  

- We are returning to school on September 13, 2021, and welcoming our students and families back. 

We are back 5 days in school. There are no remote options or hybrid unless if a classroom is 

quarantined.   

- We are using a District Base Assessment (iReady) to examine data to find the gaps our students may 

be facing due to remote learning and the gap that may exist due to covid. This will help us a 

- Superintendent shared documents and updates regarding guidelines from the Mayor. We are 

taking a multilayer approach where health and safety are our priorities.  

- We are implementing Civic for ALL in District 26. She shared also information about NYC Rise where 

all students start with a bank account in kindergarten.  

- Discussed District 26 diversity program where we are training our staff of implicit bias training.  

- Superintendent shared information about how we are teaching about diversity and training our 

parents and teachers.  

- We are guiding our Student Leaders to build a student equity team in schools. Shared information 

about multi-steps such as celebration, conversations, access, training, building leadership, and 

empowering our students to improve equity across our district.  (see addendum B) 
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V. Public Comment:  

- We are requesting information regarding the educational gap and emotional gap that exists. 

Superintendent shared that the City made sure that there is a social worker in every school. We are 

giving our students 9 days to assimilate to school and not focusing on academics. After 9 days, we are 

implementing a screener to assess where the education gap exists. We will use the screeners to 

intervene where the gap may exist.   

- Question about familiarity with schools after a year and half- Superintendent shared that all of our 

schools are allowed to visit the schools during the summer and face to face connection with our staff 

before the first-day school.  

- Question about school lunch and alternatives- Superintendent is seeing the implementation of cold 

lunch and lack of access to hot lunch. We can follow up with the Office of Food Services.  

- Questions were raised about teachers not being in school on Monday due to Mayor’s mandate for city 

employees to be vaccinated. Superintendent shared that we cannot tell you if a teacher is vaccinated 

or not or confirm due to privacy. We understand the high emotion that students may face on Monday 

but we are committed to helping our schools go through this process.  

- DNI training- How are we picking which partners we work with? What is the timeline for staff to be 

trained in DNI? We have options to work with both such as my brother's keepers to train our Student 

Leadership Team.  

- Assessment of students: When can we get the data on the student gap? Superintendent provided a 

timeline of the data assessment result.  

- Question about MS 216 and the impact of Hurricane Ida.  Superintendent provided that their cafeteria 

be completely demolished including the gas line. Foods are being brought in from outside but we did 

open the school safely the next day but the cafeteria will need to be rebuilt.  

- Question about enforcing mask mandate:  Mask policy is very clear and all members of our community 

are masked.  

- Alan raised questions about the shortage of teachers due to the vaccine mandate. We are asking for 

guidance on how this position will be filled and he suggested substitute teachers    

- Updates from UFT  

- Updates from CB  

 

Alan Ong motioned to adjourn Meeting at 9:36 PM. Motion passed. 

 

Submitted by Farjana Faruk 

 

Business Meeting Minutes  

 

Business Meeting: 9:40 PM  

Meeting called to Order and Roll Call at 8:33 PM by Alan Ong.  

Present:  Alan Ong, Albert Suhu, Dennis Chan, Jennifer Catherall, Cassandra Louie, Norman Cohn, Taeho 

Hwang, Dilip Nath,  Athena Gavros, Adriana Aviles, Todd Friedman, Sulinda Hong, and Athena Gavros  

Absent:  Adriana Aviles, Todd Friedman, Sulinda Hong 

Also, Present:  Tara Davidson, Deputy Superintendent, and District 26 Team 

 

I. Welcome 

II. Minutes are reviewed for August 26, 2021, and a motion was made by Alan Ong to approve the minutes. 

Motion passed unanimously for approval of minutes 

III. Budget: Albert Suhu shared the updated budget and motioned to approve the budget. The budget 

passed unanimously for adding funds to purchase technology for an in-person meeting. See addendum C.  

IV. Members Report:  
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-  Sulinda updated about PS 188 and PS 162. Sulinda raised concern about two students being lost in the 

school. Superintended shared that we activated the BERT team right away and we found the students 

right away. We found the students went to a different classroom and yes, it did impact the joy we 

wanted to see on the school's first day.  

- Alan provided updates about the visit and the CEC president’s meeting with PEP representative Tom 

Sheppards.  

- Alan verified about school visits and having remote visits rather than in-person.  

- Alan attended PS 159. 

- CM raised questions regarding the number of staff we will be short on Monday.  Queens is identified as 

the highest number of teachers vaccinated and we reflect the same data in our district. The information 

we are provided is not segregated by teachers versus paraprofessionals, etc. We are not sharing the 

data set as the number is very small and it touches on privacy. Across the whole city, 90% percent city 

and 97% of student leaders are vaccinated.  

V. Committees:  

- Resolution: We revised the Asian-American resolution. We will continue to work on it and propose to add 

it to the next Calendar Meeting.  

- Bylaws Committee:  

- G&T Committee: Sulinda and Dennis will be the Co-chair for G&T.  

 

VI. New Business: 

- October speaker:  

- Office of enrollment data- we are waiting to hear back from the office of admission but are willing to 

answer the questions so we need to email them and ask for the data.  

- Norman and Dennis raised concerns about the quality of leadership in Cardozo and the quality of 

education in Cardozo.  

Alan Ong motioned to adjourn Meeting at 10:36 PM. Motion passed.  

Addendum A:  
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Addendum B:  

 

  

 

  



 

5 
 

 

  

  
 

Addendum C:  September  Budget notes:  

Opening balance is: $25,000 

Total Expense: $0 

Closing balance is: $25,000 

Detail: 

Non Contractual 

Services(Copier) Object Code 

433 $1,548.00   $0.00 $1,548.00 

Member Reimbursement 

Object Code (496 ) $5,000.00   $0.00 $5,000.00 

P-Card/Office Supplies  $1,000.00   $0.00 $1,000.00 

Supplies General (Workshops) 

Object Code (198) $2,052.00   $0.00 $2,052.00 

Workshop & Food $2500.00   $0.00 $4,000.00 

Technological Equipment (IPAD 

And Printer) (332) $5800.00       

Website (parent service- )686 

or 986) $700.00   $0.00 $2,000.00 

Vendor Payment for Workshops  

(489) $6,000.00   $0.00 $6,000.00 

Supplies Water (198) $370.00   $0.00 $370.00 

Water rental (403) $30.00   $0.00 $30.00 
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Total  $25,000.00 $0.00     

Total Spent $0.00   $0.00                                                                                                                                

Balance in Budget $25,000.00       

 

Proposed to move funds from Technology. Motioned approved unanimously.  


