
 

1 
 

Community District Education Council 26 
New York City Department of Education  

 

Address: 61-15 Oceania Street, Bayside, NY 11364       Phone:  (718) 631-6927       Fax: (718) 631-1347      E-mail: CEC26@schools.nyc.gov. 
 
Albert Suhu                               Todd Friedman                              Cassandra Louie                        Adriana Aviles                                  Dennis Chan 

President of the Council                   First Vice- President                Second Vice-President               Recording Secretary                     Treasurer 

Council Members:                                      J                                        Danielle Giunta      h Chin 

Norman Cohn                                     Sulinda Hong  Athena Gavros                             Community Superintendent                                                          

Dennis Chan                 Dilip Nath                                                                                                              District 26   

Jennifer Catherall                                           Taeho Hwang                                                                               

 

April 13, 2022  Meeting 

Calendar Meeting 

Meeting called to Order and Roll Call at 6:15 PM by Cassandra Louie.  

Present: Albert Suhu, Dennis Chan, Cassandra Louie, Norman Cohn, Dilip Nath, Adriana Aviles, Todd Friedman, 

Sulinda Hong, Taeho Hwang, Jennifer Catherall, and Athena Gavros  

Absent:   

Also, Present:  Danielle Giunta, Superintendent Tara Davidson, Deputy Superintendent District 26, and District 26 

Team 

 

I. Welcome & Call to order  

II. Office of NYCDOE Safety: Mark Ramprasand  

1. The question was raised regarding the lack of agents in schools and having one safety guard 

present. 

- We fought hard to get a 2nd agent into every school before the pandemic. We started to have a 

shortfall of staff during the pandemic and right now we are working toward replacing and 

training new safety guards. A recent graduate of 158 safety agents is trained recently and will 

start being placed in schools. We do try to ensure that if an agent is not available that the 

person that is at the desk does have access to radio communication and within a moment of 

notice of incidents, they will be able to contact and have NYPD and other safety officers right 

away.   

2. Is NYPD allowed on the premises of the school building? 

- We partner with NYPD all the time and they can enter the building. In terms of patrolling the 

hallway, it is the responsibility of school safety agents and not the NYPD. There is nothing in 

writing that states that NYPD is not able to enter the building.  

3. Access to school scanner:  

- Schools can request scanners and there are procedures in place for schools.  

4. What is the priority for additional school safety requested by the schools? 

- It is based on incidents that happen around the schools and comp science data would 

determine the priorities.  

5. Youth prevention and carrying weapons-  We need to work collaboratively and give them access 

to programs.  

III. SCA Presentation & Public Hearing of extension at JHS 216 George J Ryan- Benjamin Goodman  

1. See addendum A.  

IV. Superintendent Report: 

1. District 26 Data Presentation:  IReady & Acadience  

2. Update on Town Hall questions:  

3. Shared information about Summer Rising Program.  

4. Upcoming Parent Workshops in District 26  

V. Sulinda Hong Proposed Resolution to Permit School Districts to Establish Admissions Criteria for Screened 

Middle School Programs 

1. Public Comment  

Albert Suhu's motion to approve the resolution. The resolution was approved by the council unanimously. 
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VI. Norman Cohn proposed Resolution to Amend New York State Education Law to Permit Community 

Education Councils (CEC) and Student Leadership Teams (SLTs) to Conduct Meetings In-Person or 

Virtually” 

1. Public Comment  

Albert Suhu motioned to approve the proposed resolution. The resolution was approved by the council 

unanimously. 

VII. Adrina Aviles proposed a Statement to remove the vaccine mandate.  

- Albert Suhu motioned to approve the statement regarding the vaccine mandate. The resolution 

was approved by the council unanimously. 

VIII. Public Comment:  

1. Macalay from CM Palladino’s Office:  mentioned that CM is willing to support the vaccine letter.  

2. Richard Connelly- shared information about the upcoming Debate League Tournament.  

3. Dave Waltzer: shared information about NYS receiving additional funds and hoping that the city will 

also receive it.  

 

Albert Suhu motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.  

 

 

April 13, 2022  

Business Meeting Minutes  

 

Business Meeting: 7:00 PM  

Meeting called to Order and Roll Call at 7:00 PM  

Present: Albert Suhu, Dennis Chan, Cassandra Louie, Norman Cohn, Dilip Nath, Adriana Aviles, Todd Friedman, 

Sulinda Hong, Taeho Hwang, Jennifer Catherall, and Athena Gavros  

Absent:   

 

I. Welcome 

II. Minutes are reviewed for Mar 22, 2022, Calendar Meeting, Mar 28, 2022, Business Meeting,  and 2 special 

meetings on March 11 and March 18th.  All minutes are approved.  

III. Budget:   Budget was reviewed and Dennis Chan motioned to approve the budget. The budget was 

approved unanimously.  

IV. President Report:   

1. Albert Suhu motioned to change the May 26 meeting to May 12th. Motion approved unanimously.  

2. AAPI Heritage Month:   Albert Suhu is proposing to write a resolution to recommend DOE permanently 

consider May as the AAPI heritage month.  

3. New Committee suggestions and a committee survey were discussed. 

- Adriana Aviles was appointed as the Chairperson of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Committee.  

4. Updating bylaws:  

5. Superintendent Evaluation:  Council discussed and agreed to allow Norman Cohn to complete the draft 

of the initial Superintendent Evaluation.  

6. Albert Suhu motioned to adjourn Meeting at 10:12 PM. Motion passed. 
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Addendum A:  

 



 

4 
 

 



 

5 
 

 

 



 

6 
 

 

 

 

Addendum B:  
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 Meeting:  

Budget Notes: 

1) The printer was no longer available due to shortage. The fund was moved to member 

reimbursement as we had no other option. 

2) Discuss what items you would like for us to have besides the Marian Mason Award. For hybrid 

meetings, we will try to purchase Ipad stands and a microphone.  

3) Marian Mason Award: Page 2, these are an estimate based on the availability of items.  

 

 

Allocation October December Jan February Mar

Total & 

Committed Balance

Object 

Code 

Non Contractual Services(Copier) Object 

Code 433 $1,548.00 $1,548.00 $1,548.00 $0.00 433

Member Reimbursement Object Code 

496 $6,777.28 $325.00 $500.00 $170.58 $750.00 $1,745.58 $5,031.70 496

P-Card/Office Supplies $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 179

Supplies General (Workshops) Object 

Code 198 $5,052.00 $0.00 $5,052.00 198

Food for Meeting & Transportation of Staff $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 451

Website $405.72 $205.72 $205.72 $200.00  

Vendor Payment for Workshops $6,000.00 $750.00 $5,220.00 $5,970.00 $30.00

Supplies Water $370.00 $367.90 $367.90 $0.00

Equipment $4,718.00 $4,717.00 $4,717.00 $1.00

Water rental $129.00 $0.00 $129.00 403& 198

Total $25,000.00

Total Spent $14,554.20   $14,554.20                                                                                                                               

Balance in Budget $10,445.80


