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Resolution Urging the NYS Education Department to Expedite Implementation of an AAPI Curriculum


WHEREAS, hate crimes targeting Asian Americans in New York City have remained at historically elevated levels since 2020, underscoring the urgent need for education to combat xenophobia and racial bias: according to the New York City Police Department and the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice, 134 anti-Asian hate crime complaints were reported in 2021, a dramatic increase from pre-pandemic levels, and reported incidents have continued to be at least ten times higher than in 2019 and prior years[endnoteRef:1]; and [1:  https://criminaljustice.cityofnewyork.us/office-of-criminal-justice/annual-hate-crime-reports/] 


WHEREAS, in response to the recent wave of anti-Asian hate and the longstanding underrepresentation of AAPI narratives in schools, thirteen U.S. states have enacted laws mandating the inclusion of AAPI studies in K–12[endnoteRef:2] with Illinois as the first state in 2021, followed by New Jersey, Connecticut, and Rhode Island in 2022[endnoteRef:3], with an additional ten states with academic standards that specifically require the teaching of Asian American history (23 states in total) – all part of a nationwide movement to combat anti-Asian bias through education and inclusive curricula; and [2:  https://www.committee100.org/media-center/more-students-than-ever-learning-asian-american-history-as-23-states-adhere-to-asian-american-history-requirements/#:~:text=,studies%20or%20ethnic%20studies%20curriculum]  [3:  https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/states-are-mandating-asian-american-studies-what-should-the-curriculum-look-like/2022/10#:~:text=2022%20has%20been%20a%20banner,first%20state%20to%20require%20it] 


WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are a significant and growing part of New York’s population, yet their experiences remain underrepresented in New York State classroom lessons: AAPIs make up approximately 9.5% of New York State’s residents (over 1.8 million people)[endnoteRef:4] and about 14.6% of New York City’s population[endnoteRef:5], and the AAPI community in New York has grown by more than 50% since 2000[endnoteRef:6]; and [4:  https://apiavote.org/wp-content/uploads/New_York-2020.pdf#:~:text=969%2C410%20ELIGIBLE%20AAPI%20VOTERS%209.4,1%2C831%2C105%20AAPI%20POPULATION%20SIZE%2053]  [5:  https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/newyorkcitynewyork/PST045224#:~:text=QuickFacts%3A%20New%20York%20city%20,and%20Other%20Pacific%20Islander]  [6:  https://apiavote.org/wp-content/uploads/New_York-2020.pdf#:~:text=AAPI%20POPULATION%20SIZE%2053,of%20Queens%2C%20Brooklyn%2C%20and%20Manhattan] 


WHEREAS, AAPI contributions to American history have arguably been substantial, even though they are too often omitted from textbooks – for example, the landmark 1898 United States v. Wong Kim Ark Supreme Court case (brought by a Chinese American under the unjust Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882) established the principle of birthright citizenship for all persons born in the United States[endnoteRef:7]; and Japanese Americans (nisei), even while facing internment in their adopted country, served bravely in World War II – notably the all-Japanese American 442nd Regimental Combat Team, which became the most decorated unit of its size in U.S. military history[endnoteRef:8]; and [7:  https://apnews.com/article/aapi-asian-american-history-public-school-education-f1ff3fcfff44bcaad4af21c5c006fd9e#:~:text=and%20Connecticut%20followed]  [8:  https://www.army.mil/article/283793/key_military_unit_the_442nd_regimental_combat_team#:~:text=The%20442nd%20Regimental%20Combat%20Team,unprecedented%20eight%20Presidential%20Unit%20Citations] 


WHEREAS, notable Asian American civil rights leaders advocating for racial justice include Yuri Kochiyama[endnoteRef:9], a key supporter of Malcom X and the Puerto Rican independence movement, and Grace Lee Boggs[endnoteRef:10], a central figure in the Black Power movement and community-led education reform. Inclusion of these trailblazers in school curricula would ensure that students learn not only about immigrant history but also about civic engagement, solidarity across communities, and the multiracial foundation of American democracy; and [9:  aaldef.org]  [10:  boggscenter.org] 


WHEREAS, research and educational expertise strongly indicate that an inclusive curriculum benefits students of all backgrounds. Educators report that incorporating AAPI and other underrepresented histories in school curricula helps students of color feel seen in their education and enables all students to learn from each other’s cultures, while also combating harmful stereotypes and prejudices[endnoteRef:11]; and [11:  https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/states-are-mandating-asian-american-studies-what-should-the-curriculum-look-like/2022/10#:~:text=May] 


WHEREAS, the New York City Department of Education (NYC DOE) has already taken concrete steps to incorporate Asian American and Pacific Islander history and perspectives into instructional materials beginning in 2022[endnoteRef:12], including the launch and expansion of the Hidden Voices curriculum series[endnoteRef:13]; and the NYC DOE has further supported AAPI inclusion through its Civics for All initiative[endnoteRef:14], providing educators with culturally responsive resources, professional development, and classroom-ready materials aligned to social studies standards—demonstrating that AAPI-inclusive instruction is both feasible and already partially implemented at the local level in New York State; and [12:  https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news]  [13:  https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/subjects/social-studies/hidden-voices]  [14:  https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/subjects/social-studies/civics-for-all] 



WHEREAS, in contrast New York State has not mandated any AAPI-inclusive education statewide, but recently enacted the AANHPI Education Equity Act (S.7855E/A.8463E)[endnoteRef:15] in 2025, which directs the State Education Commissioner to merely conduct a statewide survey of how Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander history is currently taught and establishes an AANHPI Curriculum Advisory Committee to recommend ways to better integrate AANHPI content into classrooms across the state; and  [15:  https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-assess-asian-american-native-hawaiian-and-pacific-islander#:~:text=Legislation%20S7855E%2FA8463,Islander%20History%20Within%20the%20State] 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Community Education Council (CEC) 26 calls upon the New York State Governor and Legislature, as well as the New York State Education Department, to expedite the “statewide survey” to arrive at the foregone conclusion – supported by the experiences of over a dozen other states and by New York’s own AAPI community – that the State of New York must implement a mandatory AAPI curriculum by following through on NYS Legislative Bill S3334/A4638 “Requires the Commissioner of Education to establish Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander history and civic impact curriculum or instructions for school districts”[endnoteRef:16]. [16:  https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3334] 




During the CEC 26 meeting held on January 8, 2026, the resolution was reviewed and unanimously approved by all members in attendance.
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