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October 14™, 2021

Chancellor Meisha Porter
NYC Department of Education
52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor Bill de Blasio and Chancellor Meisha Porter,

Friday, October 8™, a bomb was dropped to the entire school community officially announcing
eliminating the Gifted &Talented program and the new approach of a reimagined accelerated learning.
To make things worse, the community found out from an article released in The New York Times
before a 3-day weekend.

On January 11, 2021, the Mayor announced changes to the G&T program and promised to
engage and work in partnership with families, Community Education Councils, Parent Teacher
Associations and Panel for Education Policy to decide the way forward.

For the past nine months, there was no form of communications or engagement about the
changes or eliminating the G&T program. CEC26 has continuously reached out to Department of
Education(DOE) to be engaged but continuously failed to receive any communication from DOE.

Time and time again our families and children are let down with empty promises of
engagement.

We, the members of Community Education Council of District 26 urge the Mayor and the
Chancellor, to be true to their words and meet with our District 26 community to provide more insight
to the changes and listen to our parents and families’ comments, questions, and concerns.
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Community Education Council District 26
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